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PRESS RELEASE

24th World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb 2014 

Begins / Guests and Juries Presented
∎ 3-8 June 2014 in Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre theatres with more than 400 films

∎ Over 150 distinguished guests, including Adam Wright, Mirai Mizue, Georges Schwizgebel, Joan Ashworth

∎ Retrospectives of legendary Yuri Norstein and Norman McLaren

∎ Central theme program: Puppet-film - The ultimate world top list, national panoramas, classics, exhibitions

∎ Animafest all over Croatia in independent cinemas of 16 cities

∎ Animatronics workshop for kids by Adam Wright - collaborator of Tim Burton, Lady Gaga, Warner Bros...

∎ Rich Special Events and Programs - concerts, VJing, music videos 
ZAGREB, 28 May 2014 – The 24th World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb 2014, short edition, takes place 3-8 June 2014 at Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre theatres, with additional programmes and special events at numerous locations around town. At yesterday's press conference announcing the soon-to-be festival opening, Daniel Šuljić, Animafest artistic director, and Vjera Matković, festival producer, revealed that Animafest is not an exclusively Zagreb-based festival anymore; this year’s edition, however, will spread across Croatia.
During the festival, audience all over Croatia will have a chance, for this first time simultaneously with the Zagreb edition of Animafest, to enjoy artistic animation which cannot be seen in regular cinema listings. Nineteen chosen animated films will be screened in as many as 16 independent theatres in Čakovec, Daruvar, Gospić, Koprivnica, Korčula, Novska, Pazin, Poreč, Pula, Rovinj, Samobor, Sisak, Split, Velika Gorica, Osijek and Zabok – said Matković.

The section Animafest in Independent Theatres – Let’s Go to the Movies! is a collaboration between Animafest and the Croatian Audiovisual Centre, a continuation of the successful independent cinema digitization project, offers a selection from three festival segments: Cartoon d’Or (six short films nominated for the most important European animation award), Children and Youth Programme (selection of seven short films), Puppet Film (five titles from Animafest’s central theme programme), as well as the winner of the last year’s feature edition, Approved for Adoption. Daniel Šuljić made a remark how the selection of puppet-films might be the best indicator of how much the audience of other towns would be directly included in the Animafest Zagreb events.
Animafest 2014 theme programme consists of the world puppet master top list based on a survey we conducted among 45 leading envoys of the technique, a panorama of Croatian and French puppet films made in association with the Annecy festival, and Hidden Treasures. Feature-length surprises will also this year be puppet-related. These films are completed with exhibitions “Puppet in Croatian Animated Film” and “Sisters”. Since puppet film is the kind of animation that involves some of the finest animation filmmakers, our top list also includes films by the four-time Oscar-winner Nick Park, the ‘father’ of Wallace and Gromit, works by Suzie Templeton and Adam Elliot, another Oscar winner, as well as outstanding Quay Brothers, and classics of Jan Švankmajer and Jiri Trnka. This is a unique one-stop-shop opportunity to gain a complete insight into the best puppet-films in history – said Šuljić. 
The list of over 150 renowned international guests at Animafest 2014 includes Adam Wright, an expert in animatronics and special effects who made a brilliant career in film and fashion. He collaborated with Tim Burton and Lady Gaga, companies Disney, Warner Brothers and Jim Henson’s Creature Shop and designed effects for Harry Potter films and Olympics opening in London. In Zagreb Wright will host an animatronics workshop in the Children and Youth programme. In addition to working with Wright’s models, the children will have a chance to ask the famous visitor what it was like to make Lady Gaga’s Monster Ball tour dress, or characters from Burton’s Frankenweenie. Aside from the workshop, Wright will participate in Animafest Pro with a lecture on his work and current trends in the field on mechanical puppet in the digital animation era. Next to Bright’s workshop, the youngest audience is welcome to join the puppet-film workshop by Ivana Bošnjak, the author of the award-winning film Simulacra. However, the workshops only accompany the opulent Children and Youth Programme, whose central part consists of Films for Children Competition with 37 films from Europe, Asia and North America. Media psychologist Martina Peštaj categorised them by age groups (4-7, 7-10, 10-14 and 14+), while the winner will be chosen by the children’s jury. Another six films are included in the Family Programme, especially meant for parents and children watching together, while Animafest traditionally, in association with Travno, Dubrava and Trešnjevka cultural centres hosts free screenings of children and youth programme films in Zagreb’s neighbourhoods under the title of The Wondrous World of Animafest.
Media representatives and visitors from Croatia will have a chance to talk to other famous guests as well, because the festival hosts directors of films included in the main categories, like the Swiss classic Georges Schwizgebel, Bulgarian Theodore Ushev whose film Gloria Victoria is the big hit on the animation scene, the outstanding Japanese independent animator Mirai Mizue and, naturally, Croatian animators including Tomislav Mikulić who travelled from Australia for this occasion. The names of Giannalberto Bendazzi and Paul Wells, participants at Animafest Scanner 2014 symposium, complete the list.

The festival’s artistic director also presented jury members sitting in the Grand Competition, Student Competition and Commissioned Film Competition international juries: Joan Ashworth from Great Britain, head of Royal College of Art’s animation studio, which is celebrating 30 years of work and is also dedicated a special programme at Animafest 2014 with 29 select films, Mari-Hélène Girod from France, editor at Arte Creative, Lei Lei, Chinese multimedia artist and author of this year’s festival trailer and poster, Edo Lukman, the founder of Čakovec Animation School and mentor at numerous film workshops in Croatia and abroad, Belgian Emma de Swaef, co-author of Oh Willy…, the winner of Animafest Grand Prix 2012, Estonian animator Chintis Lundgren, curator and festival organiser Wiktoria Pelzer from Austria and Krešimir Zubčić, editor at Animation Department with Croatian Television and its Animatik show.

In addition to rich festival programmes, Animafest’s visitors and audience will enjoy a series of side events. Three concerts for evening relaxation: the highlight is definitely the traditional Animators Play (Thursday, 5 June at Melin café bar), with Lei Lei as VJ. Judging by the previous years, other animators will join him in a happy jam session. The festival opening will also be accompanied with a concert, on Friday, 6 June, ‘jazz time’, and the closing on Saturday, 7 June at Vip club, rock band My Buddy Moose from Rijeka is scheduled. Once again there is the musical category Cinema for the Ear presenting music videos, while those who decide to take a walk around Novi Zagreb will be able to see 16 site-specific animations on the Museum on Contemporary Art media façade. Lovers of expanded animation will not miss the presentation of Ars Electronica, the leading world festival of media art, presenting through ten works how video-mapping creates augmented reality or spectacular cyber installations and projections on buildings in Seoul and Weimar. Next to these exhibitions, workshops and symposium, the audience will be able to attend three book presentations – about visual music (with an accompanying film programme), Dušan Vukotić and Nedeljko Dragić and conversations with authors at the French Institute Mediatheque. Finally, the centre of all the joyful events will be Animafest’s bowler hat-shaped festival stand in front of Europa cinema where the audience and participants will be able to get all the information, participate in promotional activities and prize draws and obtain tickets at favourable prices.
TICKETS  (Available online through Entrio system) at: https://www.entrio.hr/en/event/svjetski-festival-animiranog-filma-animafest-zagreb-2014-1477

ANIMATE Pass (entrance to all screenings except opening ceremony): 200 kuna / approx. 27 euros
ANIMATE Pass for pupils, students, pensioners and disabled persons: 180 kuna / approx. 24 euros
Family Pass 1+1 (one parent and one child, entrance to all screenings appropriate for children): 100 kuna / approx. 14 euros
Family Pass 2+1 (one parent and two children, entrance to all screenings appropriate for children): 150 kuna / approx. 20 euros
Individual ticket for Grand Competition and Best of Animafest programmes: 30 kuna / approx. 4 euros
Individual ticket for other programmes: 25 kuna / approx. 3,5 euros

For future generations of Croatian animators and animation aficionados it is extremely important to be exposed to world’s top production. Animafest’s official telecom B.net therefore takes care of supplying author’s animation to every home, by supporting the festival and its faithful audience. As a result of this outstanding collaboration that has lasted for seven years now, B.net prepared numerous surprises for lovers of animation: B.net’s social media offers a chance to win screening tickets and B.net’s video store free watching of five feature animated films for all generations, including Approved for Adoption, until 16 June.
In addition to including the network of independent cinema operators in collaboration with HAVC and B.net’s video store, Croatian Television and its programme Animafest on 3 starts on 29 May the broadcasting of masterpieces from previous festival editions. 
The 24th World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb 2014, short film edition, takes place 3-8 June 2014 at Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre theatres. With more than 400 films in all its sections, Animafest 2014 offers a complete overview of the international animation scene, from powerful cinemas, great names, Oscar winners and world premieres, to rare works from African countries, young talents and students, to the retrospectives of masters Yuri Norstein and Norman McLaren, a large puppet-film theme programme, to Animafest Scanner symposium and Q&A’s with filmmakers. See you at Animafest!
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