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PRESS RELEASE
Greatest Animated Film of All Time at Animafest 2014 / Animafest Scanner 2014: World's Leading Animation Studies Scholars in Zagreb
∎ Master of Animation Yuri Norstein – Tale of Tales and other films by the great author
∎ International symposium Animafest Scanner 2014: distinguished historians and theoreticians of animation
∎ Early Bird Ticket Sale - buy tickets online for great prices up until May 23
∎ 3-8 June 2014 in Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre theatres
Honouring the winner of Animafest’s Lifetime Achievement Award 2014, one of the most respectable living international animators, Yuri Norstein (1941, USSR), Animafest 2014 in its Masters of Animation section showcases a retrospective of his works. The most famous among them is definitely The Tale of Tales (1979), declared the best animate film of all times by animation experts twice (1984 in Los Angeles and 2002 in Zagreb), and in 1980 it also won Animafest’s Grand Prix. This work of recognisable nostalgia and powerful lyricality uses a broad range of techniques characteristic of animated film, as well as those from other audiovisual arts, eternally stunning the viewers with its freshness and emotional impression. No less important is Hedgehog in the Fog (1975), which found its place even in the five-minute overall summary of Russian art, science and culture at the recent Sochi Olympics. Animafest 2014 audience will also see 25th – The First Day (1968), inspired by the Soviet avant-garde, as well as the animation spectacle The Battle of Kerzhenets (1971), based on the famous composer Rimsky-Korsakov’s work and the Russian medieval tradition. The Battle of Kerzhenets, directed by Norstein and Ivan Ivanov-Vano was the very first Animafest Grand Prix winner, back in 1972. Outstanding and still well received works are The Fox and the Hare (1973) and The Heron and the Crane (1974), which display the recognisable handwriting of a master who unites the folklore, fairy tale and fable tradition with a Slavic disposition and innovative techniques into an original whole. Norstein’s work is included in all the anthologies of the most important works of the second half of the 20th century, and the animation world acknowledges it as one of the greatest achievements. The best proof of Norstein’s perfectionism is the fact that since 1981 he has been working on his life work – an adaptation of Gogol’s short story The Overcoat. In the meantime he published a series of books and essays, founded the SHAR studio and, becoming a great role model, dedicated himself to the education of younger generations.
Stills from the section Masters of Animation – Yuri Norstein are available at:

http://animafest.hr/en/2014/press/media

The schedule is available at: 

http://animafest.hr/en/2014/program/yuri_norstein
Yuri Norstein is also one of the subjects of the International Symposium Animafest Scanner 2014, taking place on 4 and 5 June at the Large Hall of Školska knjiga (Masaryk Street 28, Zagreb). This symposium is a new step in Animafest’s continuous support of scholarly interest in animated film, evident also from the unique Award for Outstanding Contribution to Animation Studies, launched in 2002. The first winner of this award, the most renowned international animation historian, the author of the seminal Cartoons: One Hundred Years of Cinema Animation and Animafest’s old and dear friend Giannalberto Bendazzi will speak at the Animafest Scanner 2014 symposium about the historiography of animated film. The symposium speakers also include the leading animation studies theorist Paul Wells, whose rich body of work includes the important study Understanding Animation. In Zagreb, Wells will speak about the Mackinnon & Saunders studio, known for the puppet film this year’s Animafest theme programme revolves around. Midhat Ajanović-Ajan, Bosnian—Swedish film scientist who acted as the festival’s programme director, will also speak about puppet film. Mikhail Gurevich and Nobuaki Doi will offer their take on the works of Yuri Norstein. Scholars from Taiwan, Australia and United Kingdom will discuss expanded animation and current trends in animation studies. The keynote speaker will be Marcel Jean – the Annecy festival director and this year’s winner of the Award for Outstanding Contribution to Animation Studies. His address will focus on the possibilities of better connection between world festivals and animation theories. Instead of a dull academic gathering, Animafest Scanner 2014 will take advantage of the festival atmosphere to share the recent research results through 16 lectures with filmmakers, producers and other protagonists on the art scene, but also with the numerous visitors invited to attend the lectures of these outstanding speakers who know both how to teach and entertain a listener. Animafest Scanner 2014 is organised in association with ASIFA Austria, with the support of the Austrian Cultural Forum in Zagreb, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of the University of Zagreb, AG Animation Media Studies Association (GfM), Department of Theatre, Film and Media of the University of Vienna and Webster University in Vienna. The symposium will be moderated by Animafest art director Daniel Šuljić and film scientists Franziska Bruckner, Holger Lang, Irena Paulus, Hrvoje Turković and Nikica Gilić. Historical trends, numerous points of view and approaches, new findings in the growing field of animation studies and interesting speakers – all this will be available at Animafest Scanner 2014, whose primary goal is to create a synergy between theoretical and practical animation discourses, which is why it takes place in the context of screenings, exhibitions and other Animafest’s side events.
ANIMAFEST 2014 EARLY BIRD TICKET SALE!

Tickets for Animafest Zagreb 2014 are now available in pre-sale Early Bird programme at lower prices! Early Bird pass provides entrance to all screenings except the opening ceremony and can be purchased at: 
https://www.entrio.hr/en/event/svjetski-festival-animiranog-filma-animafest-zagreb-2014-1477
up until May 23 for only 150 kuna (approx. 20 euros)! 
Early Bird Family Pass 1+1 (one parent and one child), which provides entrance to all screenings appropriate for children costs 80 kuna (approx. 11 euros), Early Bird Family Pass 2+1 (one parent with two children) 120 kuna (approx. 16 euros). Early Bird Passes are available through online service Entrio.
Regular prices (available from May 24): 
ANIMATE Pass (entrance to all screenings except opening ceremony): 200 kuna / approx. 27 euros

ANIMATE Pass for pupils, students, pensioners and disabled persons: 180 kuna / approx. 24 euros

Family Pass 1+1 (one parent and one child, entrance to all screenings appropriate for children): 100 kuna / approx. 14 euros

Family Pass 2+1 (one parent and two children, entrance to all screenings appropriate for children): 150 kuna / approx. 20 euros

Individual ticket for Grand Competition and Best of Animafest programmes: 30 kuna / approx. 4 euros

Individual ticket for other programmes: 25 kuna / approx. 3,5 euros
Individual tickets will be available online from May 12. 
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