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World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb

29 May – 3 June 2012 / short film edition

Europa, Tuškanac, Cineplexx Kaptol Centre cinemas

World Festival of Animated Film Animafest Zagreb officially opened – A celebration of 40 years of animation with a rich and powerful programme of almost 400 films, accompanied by greatest world animators
Zagreb, 29 May 2012 – The anniversary edition of the World Festival of Animated Film Animafest Zagreb was officially opened tonight, in a festive atmosphere of the packed and suitably decorated Europa cinema, with guests from all over the world and the key people from Animafest, HAVC and city government institutions. The audience was welcomed by: Daniel Šuljić, Animafest art director, Vjera Matković and Olinka Vištica, producers, Jelena Pavičić Vukičević, deputy mayor of the City of Zagreb, Hrvoje Hribar, head of the Croatian Audiovisual Centre, and winners of the festival awards given by the members of Animafest Council – representatives of the Zagreb School of Animation, Borivoj Dovniković Bordo, Pavao Štalter and Zlatko Bourek, as well as Japanese master of animation, Lifetime Achievement Award winner and in a certain way the godfather of Animafest, the great Yoji Kuri. 
The opening ceremony was attended by many foreign guests, authors and filmmakers, as well as the members of Grand and Student juries, led by the triple Animafest Grand Prix winner, Estonian Priit Pärn; world animation star, young Irish animator David O’Reilly; and animation director Denis Tupicoff from Australia. With great joy, they all invited all the fans of film and animation to enjoy this unique and rich programme with almost 400 films, screened at Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre cinemas, as well as numerous side events – exhibitions, performances, workshops and Q&A’s with the authors whose films will mark Animafest’s 40 glorious years.
“Both children and hardcore animation addicts – no one will remain hungry or thirsty of animated films,” said Animafest art director Daniel Šuljić in his short introduction, welcoming the numerous audience and inviting them to take a look at everything Animafest prepared for them in the six days to come. Animafest producer Vjera Matković greeted the audience on behalf of the entire festival team consisting of 150 people and thanked sponsors and partners: Croatian Audiovisual Centre, City of Zagreb, MEDIA desk Croatia, Zagreb Film, B-net and Pčelica Zagrebačka banka. On behalf of her co-workers, Olinka Vištica, festival producer, wished Animafest three things for its birthday: modernisation and cinema digitalisation, without which there are no festivals, a film centre to house all of Zagreb’s festivals and a public television whose quality programme would educate future generations of film lovers.
Hrvoje Hribar, head of the Croatian Audiovisual Centre, continued the thoughts of Olinka Vištica and confirmed successes in cinema modernisation. He also greeted the audience, hoping they would enjoy the films: “Zagreb’s animated, sinful, multinational world took us far and I hope even farther. I thank all those who made it possible, the representatives of Zagreb School of Animation. We hope that one day we may be able to produce films at least half as well as they did.” Deputy Mayor of the City of Zagreb, Jelena Pavičić Vukičević, invited the guests to tour the city and enjoy their stay, before officially opening the festival.

When the confetti cannons splashed the magnificent Europa cinema with wonderful colours, the audience was presented with the festival trailer made by a group of students from the Department of Animation and New Media of the Academy of Fine Art in Zagreb, after which the award for best animation school in 2012 was presented to Turku Arts Academy from Finland. Vanja Andrijević, Croatian producer and member of the Student Competition and Commissioned Film Competition selection committee, presented the award to Eija Saarinen, producer working in this northern oasis of animation and original cinema.
Film theorist and member of Animafest Council Nikica Gilić presented the award for outstanding contribution to animation studies to Olivier Cotte with an honourable mention: “He is one of the best analysts of creative animation, commercial production and a pop culture theorist. His books are read in English, German, French and Chinese and – hopefully soon – Croatian.” In his thanks for the award, Cotte underlined the pleasure to receive the award precisely in Zagreb, the city he visits often and connects with numerous memories, friendships and fantastic festival atmosphere.
Vesna Dovniković, member of Animafest Council, presented one of the most expected awards of the evening – the Lifetime Achievement Award – to the pioneer of Japanese independent film Yoji Kuri, the master of animation extremely important for Animafest, because he was present at 1969 ASIFA session in London when Zagreb got a licence to establish Animafest, which followed in 1972. Yoji Kuri addressed the audience in his unique, simple and funny style, just like his films: “My name is Yoji Kuri and I wish you a happy 40th birthday. I wanted to come to Zagreb to the first festival 40 years ago, but I still didn’t. That is why I’m particularly happy because of this award and thrilled by the beauty of this city. Time flies. My legs serve me bad, but I have good teeth, no plaque. Because I have dentures,” said Yoji Kuri to the thrilled audience, who greeted him with a warm applause.
After the kind Kuri, the Europa cinema stage welcomed the doyens of Zagreb School of Animation, one of the most significant phenomena in Croatian art history, directly responsible for Animafest’s fame. Zlatko Bourek, Borivoj Dovniković Bordo and Pavao Štalter accepted on behalf of the group of authors the Animafest Special Mention, presented to them by Darko Kreč, president of the festival Council. Before the film programme began, the members of selection committees and juries were presented.
Animafest film programme began yesterday with films from the Children and Youth Programme, Grand Competition, best European films, finalists of Cartoon d’Or award, European TV Serials and the first retrospective series by Yoji Kuri. Animafest’s Wednesday programme begins at 11am at Europa cinema with Grand Prix 1972-2012, a reminder of all the previous Grand Prix winners whose film wrote animation history. The programmes with the best short films are screened at all cinemas, with a reminder that Europa is reserved for the Grand Competition and Grand Panorama, Tuškanac for the Student Competition and Student Panorama, and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre for reruns and Commissioned Films Competition. Tuškanac cinema small hall will host Q&A’s with filmmakers, including the representatives of new Japanese animation Mirai Mizue, Atsushi Wada and Masaki Okuda, as well a representative of French animation Agnès Patron and a powerful Canadian delegation – Pierre Hérbert and Theodore Ushev.




