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World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb

29 May – 3 June 2012 / short film edition

Europa, Tuškanac, Cineplexx Kaptol Centre cinemas

Presentation of Animafest’s entire programme, jury members, a hundred visiting filmmakers and two festival trailers

Zagreb, 22 May 2012 – The anniversary edition of the World Festival of Animated Film Animafest Zagreb is presenting short films and takes place 29 May – 3 June 2012 at Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre cinemas. An extremely rich festival programme comprising films and special events was presented today at the press conference at Tuškanac cinema small hall and two festival trailers were presented: the student trailer, created by graduate students at the Academy of Fine Art, and the main trailer by Simon Bogojević Narath. The central point of the programme, the Grand Competition including the most important short works, will be personally presented by some of the most important animation authors of the time. Films from the East dominate, especially the currently extremely popular Chinese, Japanese and South Korean animation, as well as programmes presenting films by experienced and successful animators and their students side by side. They will be judged and awarded by three jury members. With a somewhat nostalgic programme of all the Grand Prix winners thus far and a retrospective of Yoji Kuri, the winner of Animafest Lifetime Achievement Award, special attention will be dedicated to the future of animated film through programmes of European animation schools, including Turku Arts Academy from Finland, Zagreb’s Academy of Fine Art and German Filmakademie Baden-Württemberg. This year’s Animafest is also characterised by a record-breaking number of local filmmakers’ works: as many as 22 Croatian films. Animafest Pro programme was also presented, including valuable workshops, daily Q&A’s with authors and producers of selected entries, presentations of books and partnering festivals, interesting workshops of stereoscopic films (Stereo Expanded) and stop-motion. Festival organisers thanked all the sponsors and partners and invited all the fans of animated film to visit the festival and enjoy the finest and most interesting new and old animated gems.

Competition programmes and panoramas screen films by the masters of animation and their students side by side, with visible dominance of Chinese and Japanese animation, whose authors are coming to the festival to present their works personally.

Vjera Matković, Animafest producer, opened the press conference with a reminiscence of the beginning and the first festival edition in 1972, at the time when Animafest and Annecy (a two-year-interval exchange rhythm) were the only animation festivals in Europe: “Forty years have passed and much has changed since then, but Animafest remained a unique festival thanks to its dedication to film d’auteur and animation art. This festival went through four decades of changes, which is what kept it at the top.” She highlighted Grand and Student Competitions as the most valuable festival programmes, as well as Grand and Student Panorama, which is presenting younger generations, directly influenced or taught by masters of animation, side by side with the masters of animation.

“Koji Yamamura, the Grand Prix winner for Mount Head (2002), is arriving to the anniversary Animafest edition with his latest film Muybridge’s Strungs, which is to be screened in the Grand Panorama. At the same time, the Grand Competition will screen films by his students and representative of the new generation of Japanese animation, directly influenced by him. They are led by Mirai Lizue, Atsushi Wada and Shin Hashimoti, who will come in person to present their films at Animafest. A special treat is the screening of Atsushi Wada’s The Great Rabbit, which won a Silver Bear at his year’s Berlinale in the best short film category,” said Vjera Matković.

Animafest competition programme again recognises new tendencies, such as the new wave of Chinese animation, whose representatives mainly originate from the world of visual arts. Filmmaker Haiyang Wang travelled from China for the first time to the last short edition of Animafest in order to present her debut film to the Zagreb audience. This year she is returning with her film Double Fikret, and in the meantime she became an acclaimed young filmmaker and frequent guests of film festivals around the world. Extremely popular Chinese multimedia and graffiti artist Lei Lei (This is Love) and his colleague Xun Sun (Some Actions Which Haven’t Been Defined Yet in the Revolution) will also come to present their works.

Hundred filmmakers to celebrate 40 years of Animafest

All the mentioned young authors from the East will visit the festival and be joined by another hundred filmmakers. Our special highlight are animation celebrities: Olga and Priit Pärn, triple Grand prix winner, Lifetime Achievement Award winner and Grand Competition jury member, Georges Schwizgebel (Romance, Grand Competition), Vladimir Leschiov (Villa Antropoff, Grand Competition), Robert Morgan (Bobby Yeah, Grand Competition), David O’Reilly (jury member and director of External World, Cartoon d’Or), Evert de Beijer (Get Real!, Grand Competition and 3x3), Andreas Hykade (Masters of Animation) etc. A considerable number of young filmmakers whose films will be screened in the Student Competition and Student Panorama will also be visiting Zagreb, like Joni Männistö (Swarming) and Sanni Lahtines (Who Dares?) from Turku Arts Academy, as well as Masaki Okuda (Gum Boy) from Japan.

Three festival juries to decide on the best official selection films

The Grand Competition jury consists of the famous Estonian animator and friend of Animafest Priit Pärn; young animation genius from Ireland, David O’Reilly, who is not yet 30 but already boasts retrospectives at biggest world festivals; Dennis Tupicoff, from Down Under; Mirna Belina, one of the founders and programmers of 25FPS International Experimental Film and Video Festiavl; and Léa Zagury, co-founder and director of the partnering Anima Mundi festival. The Student Competition jury will view and evaluate 33 films. They are: Andreas Hykade, German director; Marc Bertrand, Canadian producer; and Margit Antauer, long-term former Animafest manager. The children’s jury consists of five members age 8-18.

Retrospective programmes present valuable works by the finest world older and younger generation animators and best works of again popular Italian animation

Animafest art director Daniel Šuljić presented special festival programmes: “These programmes attract audiences at every festival, and this year there are several attractive novelties. One of them is 3x3, consisting of three shortened retrospectives of specific filmmakers whose films participate in the grand Competition. These mini-retrospectives will present three films by the following authors: Evert de Beijer, Robert Morgan and Lia. Due to a large number of films with twisted humour, we compiled a programme entitled Strange Fruits of Animation, and an overview of latest trends in animated music videos is available in our Cinema for the Ear programme.” Šuljić especially highlighted the selection of new Italian animation, which has lately experienced a noteworthy revival, as well as a nostalgic programme of European TV serials whose main characters Balthazar, Lolek & Bolek, Pat & Mat and others will entertain us in prime time at Tuškanac and Cinplexx Kaptol Centre.

A programme of all previous Grand Prix winners will be accompanied by a separate DVD intended for education at cultural centres and libraries in Croatia

Animation devotees will surely be pleased by this year’s Masters of Animation programme, screening retrospectives of Andreas Hykade, one of the most successful German and international filmmakers in the last twenty years, and the pioneer of Japanese independent animation Yoji Kuri, who will also receive the Lifetime Achievement Award at the festival opening. “His work is characterised by particular graphic visuals, dark humour, and non-verbal communication which give it timeless quality. Some of the works from the exceptional body of work amounting to more than 400 films are screened in Europe for the very first time,” said Olinka Vištica, Animafest producer, also underlining the “sibling” programme Grand Prix 1972-2012: “This cinematic time travel will take us from the first award-winning film, The Battle of Kerzhentse (1972) by Yuri Norstein to Priit and Olga Pärn’s Divers in the Rain. After a lot of effort and impediments, we managed to reach the producers of all the award-winning films and we will issue a special DVD honouring the 40 years of Animafest. The DVD will also serve educational purposes, i.e. will be available at different cultural centres and libraries throughout Croatia,” said Vištica.

In addition to the programme of classics and masters of animation, paying special homage to tradition, Animafest dedicates special attention to the future as well, through a programme presenting animation schools. In addition to films made at Turku Arts Academy (Finland), also proclaimed the best animation school in 2012 by the Animafest selection commission, we will see an overview of the finest films by the young but successful German Filmakademie Baden-Württemberg, and for the very first time films made at Zagreb’s Academy of Fine Art. “Education is the pivotal factor for a good career. I am very glad that we have a chance to network the students and we are proud that so many people will be able to see their films,” said Olinka Vištica. Graduate students at the Department of Animation and New Media (Academy of Fine Art) made one of the two festival trailers presented at today’s press conference. The author of the main trailer is Simon Bogojević Narath.

Cineplexx kaptol Centre will screen most of the children’s programme and host Animafest’s Pčelica children’s centre, hosting workshops, exhibition and meetings

Animafest’s programme for children, this year organised together with Zagrebačka banka and its Pčelica savings programme for children, was presented by Children and Youth Programme coordinator Tina Tišljar: “Cineplexx Kaptol Centre will become a children’s cinema screening the children’s programme and other non-competition programmes. These include the special weekend family programme, European TV Serials and one feature-length film in the programme Tales of the Night by Michel Ocelot. Pčelica centre will also host a five-day animation workshop and puppet film exhibition by Kolja Saksida. The families living too far off Kaptol Centre can enjoy traditional weekend screenings of animated films at cultural centres around Zagreb.”

Additional festival events include filmmaker Q&A’s, stereoscopic film workshop, exhibition, book presentations and the first official collaboration with MSU

At the end of the press conference Vjera Matković invited the media representatives to visit the festival side events: an exhibition of 40 years of Animafest at ULUPUH Gallery and I Like Cartoons by Ivan Marušić Klif at NO Gallery, Museum of Contemporary Art, whose media facade will also screen a selection of films from the competitions and panoramas throughout the festival. She also presented Animafest Pro, the festival programme for professionals open to all interested visitors: “In addition to everyday Q&A’s with filmmakers at Tuškanac cinema Small Hall, Marc Bertrand, Student and Commissioned Film Competition jury member, will hold a workshop and presentation of 3D stereoscopic films. Croatian and Slovenian MEDIA desks, in association with Animafest, are organising a workshop on stop-motion.” She then stressed a performance by Austrian artist Clemens Kogler Phonovideo, taking place at Europa cinema lobby on Friday, 1 June at 11pm.




